
UNION – “Building a
home…it is not an easy
endeavor during any time of
your life, but why now at our
age and during these market
conditions? When we started
out it really didn’t seem like a
big deal.”

These were the thoughts of
Debbie Clarkson as she and
husband Jim took the first steps
in the sometimes lengthy pro-
cess of building a new house. It
would not be an ordinary house
but one designed and built by

a custom builder. And the site
had to be just right. A busy
street corner in a city would not
do. A few acres in the country
would be ideal. They had lived
in a single-family house in
Elgin and wanted something a
bit different.

“The idea to build a new
home started when we were
driving around west of Hunt-
ley,” she said. “Wide open
spaces, less traffic and conges-
tion, and less crime … it seemed
like a good idea. Our kids were
gone, we didn’t need such a big
house, and I had recently relo-
cated with my job to Belvidere.”

Since her husband worked
at the Chicago Stock Exchange,
access to that city had to be

workable as well. Metra com-
muter train service and Inter-
state 90 offered him two ways to
get to downtown Chicago.

The middle-aged couple
continued to drive and scan for
an ideal housing site in south-
western McHenry County. “We
shopped around and found a
beautiful piece of property that
felt like it would accommodate
our dream home nicely.”

The property was five acres
in unincorporated McHenry
County near the intersection of
Seeman and Marengo roads.

“It had woods, a pond, a
meadow for riding horses. Yes,
it was beautiful.”

See BUILDER, page 2E

Couple takes plunge into wetlands, country living
Jerry
Kuyper

ALGONQUIN
$222,500, 1320 Powder Horn Dr,

Algonquin 60102-3940, 19-35-102-
002, Mark A Hampton To Jeffrey Park,
August 2

CARY
$158,000, 390 Milano Dr, Cary 60013-

3250, 19-14-407-052, Fannie Mae To
Gordon H Johnson & Donna B Johnson,
August 2

$207,000, 806 Royal Glen Dr, Cary
60013-2494, 19-14-451-031, Daniel J
Skerl To Brett Bonner & Erin Bonner,
August 2
$325,000, 381 Florine Ct, Cary 60013-

1501, 19-01-451-051, Peter AMonacella To
Daniel J Skerl & Kristy L Skerl, August 2

CRYSTAL LAKE
$125,500, 25 Timberhill Dr, Crystal Lake

60014-5045, 18-01-135-001, Stanislawa

Orzechowski To Thomas M Schaefer &
Kathleen S Schaefer, August 2

HUNTLEY
$160,000, 9234 Buckingham Ct,

Huntley 60142-2470, 18-21-226-035,
Deutsche Bank Natl Trt Co Ttee To
Justin J Johnsen, August 2
$230,000, 10448 Scott Dr, Huntley

60142-2379, 18-22-401-011, Pablo L
Calderon Rios To Tysen K Johnson &

Marisa G Johnson, August 2

LAKE IN THE HILLS
$155,000, 863 Willow St, Lake In

The Hills 60156-1542, 19-21-378-040,
Robert M Peterson To Patrice K Pearsall,
August 2
$203,000, 2670 Stanton Cir, Lake In

The Hills 60156-6252, 18-23-151-037,
Miller Trust To Paulo Parra & Jennifer C
Parra, August 2
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Peter Scholl of Crystal Lake built a custom house near Union for Jim and Debbie Clarkson. Work began
in January and the house was completed by June.

ONLY $159,000!
405 Driftwood Tr., McHenry

Spacious Quad Level on Cul-de-sac!

4 bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths, 2 car garage, only
1 block from school, new roof, new siding,
newer furnace too. White kitchen cabinets,

french doors between dining and living rooms.
Family rm, fireplace, 4th br & bath in lower

level plus additional finished basement!
Great home for entertaining. Fenced yard!

Check it out!

Roberts & Andrews
815-405-2194

Sandy Ettenwww.mchenryhomes.com

Acre estate completely updated. 8700 Sq ft brick
and stone mansion on private 10 acre lake. Wrought

iron fencing, electronic gates, ADT alarm. 1000’ Winding
treeline blacktop drive. 4 Master suites, 7 baths, 35x37 liv-
ing room, 22 ft high pan ceiling, hand carved stone fireplace,
oak floors, 3 sets of French doors overlooking 1000 sq ft
concrete terrace, lake and woods. 15x25 formal dining
room, brick fireplace and oak floors. New kitchen, granite,
center island and appliances. 2800 Sq ft wing with beautiful
20x60 indoor pool. 1000’ nature trail with waterfall. Golf
175 yd fairway par 3. 30x50 cedar bldg, concrete floors and
12 ft overhead door. Includes 5 acre buildable lot zoned ag.
Reduced lower than market value and appraisal. Insurance
replacement cost for home is $3,900,000 plus land. Bank
financing available. 1,275,000

SHORT SALE

Gloria Gajewski
(815) 341-0094CONNECTIONS II

818 MENGE ROAD, MARENGO, IL

15

Tom Zarnek
815-759-6750

Completely Renovated: 4 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms, 2+Car Garage
1132 Queen Anne Street, Woodstock. Completely & professionally trans-
formed—everything is brand new. New roof, siding & windows. New maple
kitchen cabinets with silestone counters. New recessed lighting. 2 full
bathrooms—brand new. Clean & dry fully finished English basement, with
windows & natural sunlight, can accommodate a pool table & media center.

Extra lower-level room could be a 4th Bedroom, Den, Playroom, etc, with
adjacent full bathroom. Oversized 2+car detached garage w/new roof & sid-
ing. Spacious back yard. Shows like a model. Quiet side-street location in
neighborhood of well-kept homes. Very affordable at $134,900.
See www.postlets.com/repb/5479296.

Tom Zarnek
815-759-6750

BEAUTIFUL • SPACIOUS • AFFORDABLE • $199,900
3727 Geneva Place, McHenry. Extra-large great room w/fireplace & vaulted
ceiling. 3-season sun room w/double-pane windows, screens, knotty-pine
woodwork. Eat-in kitchen. Separate dining room. 1st-floor den or office. Per-
fectly remodeled 2nd-floor bathroom w/whirlpool tub, separate shower, sky-
light. Finished basement w/large recreation room, craft room & full bathroom.

Fenced yard w/large storage shed and concrete patio. Downspouts routed
to underground drainage system. Located in a lovely close-to-town Pebble
Creek Subdivision of newer and well-kept homes. You’ll love it for yourself
and you’ll love it for your family for only $199,900.
See: www.postlets.com/repb/5516286.



Little did the Clarksons know in
2008 the housing market was about
to collapse. It made no difference.
“The economy was just on the brink
of collapsing and had we known, we
might have timidly stepped back
and given up. But not knowing what
the future held, we thought why
not?”

Goals sometimes have obstacles
to overcome and there was a first
one for the Clarksons. “The first
hurdle to cross was to get a second
piece of property sold that we owned
in Carpentersville. It had been on
the market for quite some time …
a long time actually … but the only
way to move forward was to get out
from under it. We dropped the price
$5,000 on a Sunday, a family looked
at it Monday and by Wednesday we
had a contract to close in 30 days.
Seemed easy enough! All right, let’s
do it. So we bought the property on
Seeman Road.”

Several more obstacles followed.
“The next process was unnerving,
such as county permits, septic field
design, and wetland specialists,” she
said. The wetlands were problematic
and could be considered unbuildable
by county or state officials. They
passed the environmental test and
were allowed to build on a portion of
their five acres. “Plant life consisted
of thistle, mustard seed and dande-
lions,” she noted. If it had consisted
of more exotic plant species or home
to, say, an endangered insect, am-
phibian or reptile, they could have
been out of luck. “That was a close
call,” she said.

Even so, an equally dire dilemma
arose. Since their rural property had
neither city sewer or water, they
had to dig a well and, also, install a
septic system. A soil test had to be
taken and an ideal field for the sep-
tic system found. One test can cost
$300 and the entire planning and
installation of a septic system can
cost a minimum of $1,800.

“Finding a spot for the septic left
us in a panic,” she said. “After six
tries we were convinced we had the
most expensive park imaginable.
But help came from the heavens
and we found the necessary area for
a septic system. That was a closer
call.”

They were getting closer to their
goal, though, of a new house in
the country. One more big hurdle,
which included many minor ones,
remained.

“The next step was the hardest
… what to build, who to have build
it, how much would it cost, lots of
decisions and overwhelming really.
And, by the way, the economy took a
major dip and by the time our exist-
ing home in Elgin sold, the value
had plummeted from $365,000 (three
years earlier) to $207,000. That,
friends, was our equity. All gone!”

A mortgage company provided
the construction loan, but it “was a
long, long, long and difficult, frus-
trating process,” Mrs. Clarkson said.
Cost of the project was not disclosed,
but a custom house can range in
price from $100 to $200 per square
foot. There was much the Clarksons
could control in regard to finances,
including building design and costs.

Ray O’Connor, an electrician
from Union who had been hired on
initial electric projects at the proper-
ty, gave them his insight. O’Connor
recommended Peter Scholl of Scholl
Construction in Crystal Lake to
build the house. Scholl was nearby
and could be regarded as a local con-
tractor, a plus in the Clarkson view
of the world.

“We liked the idea of local compa-
nies doing the work and the smaller

companies, too. Peter provided us
with a very professional and prompt
bid for the job. When we needed to
cut back due to the loss of equity, he
helped us find ways to save money.
Once we signed the papers with
Peter it was smooth sailing,” Mrs.
Clarkson said.

“You often hear horror stories of
marriages dissolving, people hating
their builder, things they would
have done differently, but for us, the
extra time gave us the opportunity
to find good deals and working with
Peter was going very well. My hus-
band and I would recommend Scholl
Construction in a heartbeat.”

Scholl helped the couple mini-
mize costs. “Some of the companies
he recommended like Homes to
Heart came up with alternative
choices so that we actually got cus-
tom kitchen cabinets for an excel-
lent value and one we could afford,”
she said.

“Homes to Heart is a cabinet shop
cabinet shop in Crystal Lake that I
have used from time to time,” Scholl
said.

Scholl helped with their plumber,
too. “The plumber experience was
a little shaky till we met up with a
plumber Peter recommended from
Johnsburg named Vince (DePersio)
from Custom Design Plumbing. I
gave them my budget and, as a team,
we made it work” she added. “The
driveway to house and barn was
done by TJH Construction and they
did a really nice job.”

Scholl began construction on the
4,200-square-foot, three-bedroom,
three-bath single-story home with
a crawl space and attached two-car
sideload garage in January. He
completed the turnkey house in
June. Highlights include a fireplace,
vaulted ceilings, granite countertops
in the kitchen, screened-in porch as
well as a concrete porch in the rear
of the house.

“It is all custom work with a
Southwest theme,” Scholl said.
“they wanted to do Mexican tile and
have a rustic look and that is what
we gave them.”

“Peter and his crew were amaz-
ing,” the new homeowner said. “We
had started construction in January,
a horrible time of the year. The guys
were out working every day through
Snow and through freezing tempera-
tures. Remember February? I would
swing by on my way to work every
day and they would be there by 7

a.m. before it was even light. And
Barb (Merkel), the project manager,
was so knowledgeable and helpful.
She gave us time lines for decisions,
dealt with my husband’s need for
numbers nicely, and assisted me
through decorating nightmares.

“And so here we are. We call it
Acres of Grace because it is only
through heavenly intervention that
this all came together. The frogs
sing all night. The birds are adjust-
ing to our living among them.The
mosquitoes love us for the new

‘blood’ we bring in. We love our new
neighbors. A thanks to Holly and
Rob for all those dinners and bottles
of wine you shared with your new
neighbors.

We plan on staying here the rest
of our life and hope to be an asset
to the community in which we live.
Thanks to all of you who contributed
in one way or another to fulfill our
dream.”

For information, call 815-479-0910
(office) or 815-271-1832 (cell) or visit
www.schollconstruction.net.
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Jim and Debbie Clarkson stand at the entryway to their custom house near Union.
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A tile floor, custom cabinetry and granite countertops are part of the kitchen décor.
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